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DATA SUMMARY

Organisation: Central Intelligence Agency. (Germany W)

Design/Manufacturer: Unknown USA production.

Year of Introduction: Estimated 1970s.

Purpose: Agents.

Receiver:
Circuit features: Superheterodyne with built-in ferrite
aerial. Three crystal controlled frequencies. AM only.
Frequency coverage: Not known, possibly 3-5MHz.

Power Supply: Two mignon (AA) batteries
Size (cm): Height 2.3, Length 8.3, Width 5.3
Accessories: Earphone.
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Top and bottom view. Note the handwritten text ’hier ein-

driicken’ (push here) to unlock the enclosure for replacing
the two AA batteries. (See next page)
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Supplement Chap. 102 -1

‘KE' receiver

Country of origin:
USA/Germany W

REMARKS

The ‘KE’, abbreviation of ‘Kleinstempfinger’ (midget receiver) was a
fully transistorised miniature crystal controlled short wave receiver. It
was primarily intended for listening to shortwave (number) stations by
agents operating in East Germany. The original type number of this
receiver could not be traced, hence this provisional name, taken from
the operating instructions.

The receiver was extremely small and operated on two easily available
standard mignon (AA) batteries. The enclosure was reinforced polyes-
ter, all controls being mounted on the top side, with the lock for open-
ing at the opposite side.

The receiver was built on two printed circuit boards using subminia-
ture components.

Reception was on three fixed frequencies, determined by crystals, se-
lected by a switch. Two crystals were mounted on one of the circuit
boards, the other (type HC-6U) crystal, assigned to channel position 1,
could be plugged into a socket on the control panel. No further adjust-
ment was required because the channels were pre-aligned before issue.
The ‘KF’ receiver did not require a wire aerial, but was fitted with a
flat ferrite aerial; hence the polyester case. The drawbacks, however,
were sensitive reception to position, e.g. interference from electrical
mains and the direction of the receiver.

The ‘KE’ receiver in the photos was probably only for listening on
channel position 3, hence the later attached note on the top ‘benutzen
sie nur kanal “3”’ (use only channel 3).

References:

- Photographs, documents, scans and detailed information kindly
supplied by Detlev Vreisleben, DC7KG, Germany.

- Document BStU MIS - HA II Nr. 42911; page 4, 10, 11, 69.*

* BStU is the Bundesbehdrde fiir die Stasi-Unterlagen, the
Federal Commissioner for the Records of the State Security
Service (Stasi) of the former German Democratic Republic
(DDR). HA II (Hauptabteilung II) was the counter-espionage
department.
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QEERAUCHSANWEISUNGEN PUR EMPYANOZR

Der beiliegende ‘ltiﬂ“llffu"! disnt, in Lusammenhang mit den
Anleitungen und dem Chiffrierblock, dea llp!‘n:’ der an 3ie gerichteten
Sendungen, Das Gerdt ist selbetverstindlich miglichst gut su ver-
stecken, Das Yersteck soll trocken, staubfrei und allen unbefugten
Personen mSglichet unsuginglich eein, Das Gerkit kann und soll nur
tug Abhiren von unsersn Semd verwendet worden, Naoch Empfang
einer Jjeden Sendung soll es sofort in das Versteck surtickgelegt werden,
Die Handhabung dieses Gerits ist alleserst einfach; jedoch hiermit einige
beschreibends Wirter, bsw. Amweisungen:

abun

1. Den Kleinsthdrer in die durch "Audio” (Kopfbirer) markierte
Steckdose einfligen,

2. ;u‘g::olur): Su::%:.r in Stellung (Siehe xm Qehiuse des Original user operating instructions
apfingers) sc on, . .
3. ﬁltno: gor:ndﬁgt;n s;b-n:r in Bttllllmg '0:‘ (:n.un")r schalten, for the ‘KE’ receiver. (Size reduced)
. utstirke dure agelung des geriindelten urec OL. : H : H
{Yolumregler) bveszsichneten Drehschalters ;uttclltn. The operating Ins_trUCtlons in German
gave general advice how to connect
L ‘n er Vermerk: y s : S and operate the receiver, and to
er Zapfinger ist sehr richtungseapfindlich. B5ie werden miglicher- ;
welse einen grossen Unterschied merken, wenn Sie dis Stell s baw, Cha"f-‘le the battel_'les._lt also gavea_
Standplatz des Gerdts dndern. Versuchen Sie die jeweils beate Stellung warning on the directional properties
Zu ermitteln, indem Sie daa Geridt drehen oder so sl dessen Seite of the internal ferrite aerial.

legen. Die Empfangequalit¥t kann auch wesentlieh verbessert werden,
wenn das Gerit dicht an elektrische Leitungen, bsw, Steckdosen, usw,,
gehalten wird, Bei eines Penster oder suf dessen Sims ist auch eine
merkxliche Verbesserung mtiglich, b platen Avhiiren, bit h
| dag o erit gups a (% (Schritt 0 umgegenrt), yp die
: : g Batterien negliohet sy verllngern!

Austausch der Batterjien:

Scbald Sie merken, dad 4ie Lautstirke der Signale oder des
Zischens erhsblich nachgelassen hat, mlsaen 35ie die swel kleinen Bat-
terien durch neus ersetsen, Dies erfolgt wie folgt:

1, HMit Hilfe eines Bleiastifts, Kkugelschreiber oder somstigen
gespitzten Gegenatandes, in ein der swel an der unteren
Seite des Geriits befindlichen Liocher fest sindrficken.
Dadurch ricken die Arbeitsteile deas Empfiingers aus dem
Gehiiuse heraus,

2. JNach Entfernung der beiden leersn Batterien, sweli neus sin-
legen {die in fast jJedem Radicgeschift srhiltlichen “Mignon-
Zellan” von Varta sind gut geeignet, Jedwede andere 1,5 Volt
Batteris, dle abmessungsgenif passt, kann jedoch ebensogut
verwendet werden), Dabel milsesn die Batteriem so eingelegt
werden, da ihre Polrichtung den sm Gerdit markisrten + und -
Bezeichnungen entaspricht,

3. Gertt wieder ins Gehliuse einftgen,

Nicht gebraucht

’4 - Ferrite aerial
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‘KE’ receiver with plastic cover opened showing the
flat ferrite aerial (top picture); the position of the two
AA batteries and the alignment openings in the picture
below.

Earphone Crystal channel 1 Channel switch
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Alignment openings
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On-off switch Volume control

AA batteries
Layout and functions of the ‘KE’ receiver controls
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